
Discussion
lmagine that before you were born your parents had 'designed'you' lf you had been them' what would

you have changed? Think about these questions:

Which one aspect of your appearance would you change?

Which or,. .rp..t of your claracterlpersonality would you change?

How do yoo ihittk your life might have been different?

Are you pl."r.d yoo, p"r.nts did not design you or do you wish they had?

Compare your answers in pairs or small groups'

Reading
Read through the article and answer this question:

Why do the Jones want a babY girl?

NEW LAWS MAY ALLOW
CHOICE OF BABY'S SEX

.f im and Debbie lones (not their real names),

whose daughter was killed in a tragic

domestic accident last year, plan to use the

new British human rights laws to win the

legal right to choose the sex of their baby'

The Jones, who have four sons, say that the

'female dimension' has disappeared from

their family since the death of Jasmine'

"Words cannot describe what it feels like to

lose the little girl we had wanted for so long'

We know another girl won't replace Jasmine,

but we want the chance to try," said Jim

Jones. "What we're hoping to do with the use

of technology is create the female dimension

again. We have psychologists' reports and

doctors' reports which confirm that our

reasons for wantirrg a girl go beyond just

wanting to replace her. OLrr family doesn't

feel conrplete any more. I adore our sons but

we would like another girl."

Cender selection is only possible in Britain

for medical rather than social, psychological

or physical reasons. Pro-life canrpaigners say

that if the Jones are allowed to choose the sex

of their baby, it could lead to babies

becoming consumer items. A spokesman

said: "We are totally opposed to engineering

the numbers and genders of people in

society. That leads only to clisaster."

The .lones' lawyers will be basing their

arguments on new human rights legislation'

Article six guarantees everyone a'fair
hearing' from public authorities and Article

eight protects the riglrt of everyone to

'respect for familY life''

Read the article again. Mark the following sentences true (T) or false (F):

1. The Jones feel they need a baby girl to make their family complete again'

2. At the moment in Britain it is not possible to choose the sex of your baby' 
.

3. New laws on human rights **y *[io* the Jones to choose the sex of their baby'

Discussion
Discuss this question in pairs or small groups:

Do you think the Jones should be allowed to choose to have a baby girl? why? 'why not?
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