
Discussion
Work in pairs. Match these words to the definitions below:

suicid.e murd'er manslaughter euthanasia

1.The painless killing of a patienl.yho is suffering from an incurable and painful disease'

i. fft" 'r.tion of killing oneself deliberately'

;. ii; ill.g*l, detiberate killing of a human being'

4. The crirne of killing a p""o"' illegally but not intentionally'

Which of these are crimes in your country?

Oo Vo, agree with the taw as it is at the moment?

Reading
lnpairsorsmallgroups,readthefollowingsituationsanddiscussthequestionsbeloweachone:

1. Alan Jones, agecl 78, had a seconcl stroke three 3' Antonia larrres' agecl 24' sufferecl severe' irreversible

weeks ago. He has severe brain cranrage ancl his brain darnage in a roacl accicrerrt six weeks ago ancr

concritiorr is getting worse. At trre request of his has not regainecl cor.rsciousness. she is breathir-rg on

daughter, a nurse stops 
'ivin8 

him oxygen until his her own br-rt being fed tlrrougl-r a tr-rbe' Her parents

heart stops. The nurse then starts giving oxySen feel that Antonia's existence is no more than a living

again. people think that Mr.lones cliecl natuially' nightnrare' They want the cloctor to stop feeding' lrer

Later,MrJones,daughtertellsafriendwhatsothatshewillclieancltheycanburyher.The
happened'Thefriendismarriecltoapoliceofficer.cioctorrefr-tses,sayingthatfoodandfluidsarenot
As a resurt, tlre porice charge the nurse with murcler. 'n-redicar treatment'but the basic necessities of life'

Do you feel that the nurse has committed a crime? Who do yol feel is ll8hl- the doctor or the parents?

Do you feel that the daughter h.a;.com.mittlJ " 
t'i*ul who siould make thii decision - Antonia's parents?

What punishments, iiuni. 
'ttoufd 

be giveni The doctors? A court of law?

2. Eighty-seven-year-olcl Alice Weller broke her hip a

year ago. She was taken to hospital where' during

an operation to repair her hip' her heart stopped'

Although resuscitatecl, she had severe brain damage

and the cloctors felt that she had lost consciousness

totally and permanently' They therefore wished to

switch off her life-support machine' Mrs Weller's

family, however, obiecteci strongly' saying that slre

was extremely religior'rs and felt that only Cocl lrad

the right to take life awaY'

What do you think the doctors should do?

;;;t, think Mrs Weller's family have the right to

keep her alive?

Discussion
\x/ith a partner consider each patient in the situations zrbove.'s(hat wor-rld yoll want to happen t, 'vou?

Wor-rld yoLr want to clie if you had a similar condition?

Now cor-rsider the family meinbers in each situation' wor-rld you have done tl-re same thing?

4. Mike O'Brien, agecl 58, has terminal cancer' He is

no longer able to live a normal life ancl is often in

great pain. He has always said that when this

happenecl, he woulcl take his own life' However' l.re

is now so weak that he cannot open the bottles of

pills he wants to take' His son opens the bottle for

him. Mike takes the pills ancl dies peacefLrlly' The

doctor is sr-rrprisecl at Mike's suclden death' realises

what has happened ancl infornrs the police' The

police arrest tlre sorr for helping his father to cornmit

suicide.

ls the doctor right to inform the police?

ls the son guilty of committing a crime?
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