
Life and death
Look at these phrases from the texts:

He is no longer able to live a norrnal life'

The doctor is surprised at Mike's sudden death'

Add ,rfe or deathto the following words' Five can use both'

, a busy
. an exciting
. a horrible
. instant
. a natural
. a peaceful
. a premature
. a full
'. a lonely

Look again at
between them.
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2.

4
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10. a varied
11 . a sr-rdden

12. a tragic
13. a long
14. a hard
15. an unexPected
16. a rewarding
I /. a slow
18. a violent

th; ; 
"*pr""t,ons 

which take both lif.e.and death' Discuss the difference in meaning

For example, a horrible tife and a horrible death'

Four types of euthanasia

Suicide: killing yourself. In the UK it ls illegal to help someone commrt suicide.

euthanasia: when someone asks to die. They may not be able to commit suicide SO they
Voluntary

ask die, but they ha VC Ieft rnstructlons,
need he Ip or they mav not be ab I

te to to
they kilted

Involuntary euthanasia: This rvhen someone has not trctuallv asked to die However, are
t5

so that they do not hzrve to s u ffer an,v more
exan-rple, they

,luntary euthanasia: kitting sonleolle 'hct IS not a ble to ask to live or clie. For
Non-vo
might be ir.r a long-ternl cotna'

Discussion
Discuss the following questions in pairs or small groups:

1.A man has been in prison for murder for 30 4.A woman rerrorisr was fo,nd guilty of planting

years ancl will remain there for the rest of his a bomb which kilied 20 people' She has been

life. He refuses to eat and says that he wants to sent to prison for 20 years. she now refLlses to

die. Should he be allowed to die? eat and says that she is not guilty' Should she

2. The wife of a close friend has died recentlv' be allowed to die or should she be kept alive?

Your friend has been terribly upset sir-ice her 5.Yor-r are staying in a hotel with a rooftop

death. In a conversarion with him I'ou begin to swimming pool' You go up to the pool one

slrspect that he is thir-rking of taking his or'vn morning '"a 
nna a woman standing on top of

life. what woulcl you do? trre wall aroLrnd tl're outside of the building,

3. A close friend is in hospital sr-rffering from an i!o"' 
to ir-rmp off' \x/hat would you do?

incurable clisease and in a lot of pain' He asks 6' You are 85' You are starting to suffer from

you ro bri,g him in some pills frtm his home senile dementia' You watched your father die a

so that he can end his rife with digni... vhat horrible death from the same rhing' Are you

would yon do? 
" going to suffer in the same way or "' ?

Discussion
work in pairs or small groups. Read the text and discuss the questions below:

In British law, a pel'son has the right to refuse treatment' provided he or she is fully

competent to make that decision. if a patient is not able to ask for or refuse treatment

(because, for example, thev are unconscious) then a doctor can decide not to give

treatment. If a doctor decides to do this, it is goocl medical practice to consult the

Patient's relatives '

1. Do you feel these laws are reasonable?

2. Are theY the same in Your country?

Taboos and /ssues
The right to die 28


