
Language
Gomplete the text below with the correct form of these verbs:

sue get aPPeal award utin

If you have an accident at work because the workplace is not safe,

negligence. One woman was recently (2) ' ' ' nearly f,40'000

staircase. She knew she could (3) . . . compensation and (4)

settle take

youcan(l)........for
after t'alling down a badlY-lit

the company to collrt

The company tried to (5) . . oLlr of court, but the woman wasn't interested. She (6)

her case, but the colllpanv are going to (7) " ' Lrgainst the decision'

Discussion
Look at the situations below in small groups. Decide if they are legitimate or iust a waste of time

I . A 39-year-old irctress is suing for 'emotional

distress' after beir-rg told that she rvas 'too old'

to plav the part of Juliet in Shakespeare's

Romeo and .ltrliet.

2. A burglar wants $50,000 to paY for his

hospital bills. In attempting to break into ir

clothing store, he fell through the roof. broke

both his legs arnd was left imrnobile' He was

found the following morning in severe pain'

He claims the store is to blan-re for l-raving a

'far-rlty roof'.

3. A man tripped and fell on a pavement because

it was uneven. He broke his lvrist and is suing

the local council for negligence.

4. A wornern opened a bag of sillard irr-rd found a

iive frog inside. She is suir-rg the sr-rpermarket

because she suffered 'severe traLlma.'

5. A flight attendant rs suing tl-re airline she

worked for for r-rnfair dismissal. She rvas

sacked because sl-re hird become too fat.

6. A woman is sr-ring her health authority because

the sterilisation operartion they performed the

previous year had obviouslv failed. "Of course

I love my new baby," she said, "but this is not

what i ha-d pla.nneel for mY life."

7. A woman who ran over and criticallv injured a

pedestriar-r is sr-ring the car manufacturer,
claiming that the brand new car's horn did not

work and therefore she was r.inable to warn the

passing pedestrian.

8. A vegetarian wants $1 million in damages from

a local restaLlrant. She asked for the

'vegetarian' lasagne and halfway through her

meal discovered that there were bits of ground

beef ir-r the sauce.

9. A father is sr.ring his son for $25,000 - the

estimated value of the family's car' It seems that

the son, aged 19, borrowed his father's new car

without asking for permission. He then crashed

it. The son was unhurt, but the car was a total
write-off.

Discussion
which of the following best sums up your attitude to compensation?

1.I'm totally against it. It just encoltrages people to sue for the slightest thing'

2. I can't get workecl up about it. Ir doesn't botirer me. It's never affected me'

3.I,m all for it! The more people can screw out of big companies the better! I wish a waiter would

spill some coffee on mel
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