
Discussion
1. Make a list of all the illegal drugs that you know:

2. \rhich of those are soft drugs and which are hard drugs?

3. Which of the drr-rgs in yor:r list are clangeror-rs? How dangerous are they?

4. Do you know different names for the sarme clrr:g?

5. Do you know what the following mean?

roll a ioint get bigh smoke doPe

becctme arJclicted ouerdose come oif cirugs

6. \What is the law in your country regar:ding drugs - both possession of drugs and drr-ig dealing?

7. Are rhere any drugs in your list that yor-r thir-rk should be mrrde legal? 
.Which 

ones arrrd why?

Reading
As you read through the article think of the answer to this question:

If you were an the panel, would you haue corne to the sArne conclusion?

GRASS IS GOOD FOR YOU

A panel of doctors, economists,

parents and Police officers in the

United States has decided that

drugs should be made legal. Their
conclusions took into account

factors of crime, medicine and

even prison space.

"We have a prison PoPulation of
over l0 million in this country.

Many of those are in jail for drug-

related crime, such as the sale or
possession of illegal substances",

said an officer of the Chicago

Police Force. Because of new,

tough laws, currently 3 out of 5

people in prison are there because

of drug-related crimes, which

means little sPace is left for
violent criminals, the ones the

public would reallY like to see

locked away.

But there were more reasons

raised for legalising drugs.

"There are cancer Patients out

there who are wandering around

dark streets at night trYing to buY

marijuana for Pain relief," said

one of the doctors on the Panel.
"They should be able to get what

they need without entering the

criminal underworld."
The efTectiveness of marijuana on

patients going through

chemotheraPY has long been

known by the medical Profession,
but political conservatives still
raise opposition. One senator

spoke out against the Panel's
conclusions. "I can sympathise

with the patients, but the fact is,

marijuana is addictive and

harmful and we don't want that

kind of thing in our

communities." he said.

But the panel disagreed. TheY

argued that, although marijuana

was admittedlY a PotentiallY
addictive substance, research has

snort cocdtne

an acitiict

proved that legal substances such

as nicotine and alcohol are far

more addictive and harmful.
"Marijuana actuallY does some

good. The same cannot be said of
cigarettes and alcohol."
On other substances, the Panel
agreed that drugs such as heroin

and cocaine did not serve the

community in the same way

marijuana could, but argued that

keeping those substances illegal

meant money for criminals' "We

don't have peoPle shooting each

other over tequila or controllin-q

prostitutes with Marlboros," said

a teacher on the Panel. "KeePing

drugs illegal allows PeoPle to do

illegal things."
The panel will shortlY be

presenting its findings to the

government.
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