
Discussion
Work in small groups. Read these texts and discuss the questions below each one.

Language I
Do you know the nouns for these verbs? Use a
dictionary if necessary.

YERB NOUN

execute

convict

compensate .

imprison

punish

abolish

The Timothy McVeigh Case

More than 1000 survivors of the
Oklahoma City bombing in the
United States were asked if they
wanted to witness the execution of
Timothy McVeigh by lethal injection
at Terre Haute Federal Prison, lndiana.
The death chamber at the prison has

only eight seats for witnesses, but over
200 of his victims and their families
watched his execution by live video
link.

l. Do you feel it is right that the
survivors af a terrarist act should
be invited to watch the convictecl
terrori st bei ng executed ?

2. Do you think an execution like
this should be televised - then
anyone who wanted to watch it
would have the opportunity?
Should the programme be shown
arouncl the world on satellite TV?

.3. Public hanging was abolished in
Britain in 1868 and the death
penalty for murder was abolished
in 1969. ls this evidence of a more
humane and civilised society or of
cowa rd I y, ! eft-w i ng li beral i sm ?

Language 2

Complete the text below with the correct form of
the words opposite:

Harold Spears returned home a free man
yesterday. He w;rs lucky to be ailve. He had been
(1) . . . of mr-rrder in '1998 ancl sentenced to
be (2) . . . by lethal injection. Before the
sentence could be carried out, the US starte he

lived in passed a rlew law (3) . . . tl're death
penalty. Mr Spears' (4) . . . was therefore
reduced to life (5) . . . . Two months iater
new'evidence emerged. Mr Spears was found to
be innocent! He r,vas freed on appeal and will
receive $250,000 in (6) .

The Saudi Situation

Amnesty lnternational said it knew of more than 1,100
people executed in Saudi Arabia in the past 20 years,

with the current average standing at two public
beheadings every week. A sword is used and as many as

three blows may be required to cut the head off.

1. What is your re.tction to this information?
2. Do you think some ntethods of execution are more

acceptable than others? lf so, which?
3. "lf someone is being executed tbr a particularly

horrendous murder, their death should be as painful
and humiliating as possible."
How do you feel about this statement?

The Case of Patrick Nicholls

Patrick Nicholls, jailed for life 23 years ago for the
murder of a 74-year-old family friend, was freed
yesterclay by the Court of Appeal. The court
acknowledged that the evidence used to convict Mr
Nicholls was unreliable and that the injuries suffered by
the 74-year-old were, in all probability, caused by a fall.

1. How clo you think Mr Nicholls feels now?
2. How can the state compensate him for 23 years of

w ron gfu I i m pri son ment?
3. Have there been any cases like this in your country

recently?
4. Would Mr Nicholls have been executed in your

country?

Some countries give relatives of the victim a choice of what should happen to the murderer: they can
agree to the murderer being executed, or they can ask for 'blood money' from the murderer as
compensation for the loss of their loved one and the murderer goes to prison. What do you think about
this?
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