
Discussion
Work in pairs. Make a list of ways in which parents and teachers discipline children. For each

punishment on the list discuss the following questions:

1.Is this a reasonable punishment to give a child in a civilised society?

2. What age of child is it suitable for?

3:\Xril; give this punishment to a child? Parents? Teachers? Other relatives? ' '

Reading
Read these two letters. which one do you agree most with? why?

Jack 
\il/allace

Laura Flynn

would like to see all physical prunishment banned'

thinks the laws are acceptable as they are now
thinks smacking has more than a physical effect'

was smacked as a child.

Discussion
Work in small groups' Discuss these statements
,An adult hitting a child of any age is not right and there are much better ways to discipline children''

,Children sbould haue the same rights as adubs. Adubs caru1ot bit other adults, so tbey sl:ould not be

allowed to hit children eitber.'

Do you agree or not? \7hY?

Are there other, better ways of disciplining children?

Dear Sir

9 think it is quite ridiculous that the

governrnent should be considerinq leqislation

to ban srnackinq. €verq parent needs the riqht

to be able to give a child a smack, not in order

to cause ph4sical harrn or pain, but t'nore as a

shock tactic to stop a child frowt rnLsbehavinq

or in sorne circur,nstances to stop then't causinq

darnaqe to themselves or other people. Sorne

people arque that laws are needed to stop

excessive ph4srca.l punrshrnent, but there are

quite ctear taws dealinq with assault and,

boditq harrn. gf a parent causes ph4sical harrn

to a child, then the police can use these laws to

brinq the parent to iustice. Mq father useol to

qive rne the slipper and it never did rne anul

harrn. What is allthe fuss about?

Jack Wallace

De-ar Sir

thank qoodness the qovernrnent has finallq
bequn to see sense reqarding the punishment

of chitdren! fet us hope thattheq have the

couraqe to do awaq with the ph4sical

punishrment of children. We supposedlq Live in

a civilrsed socretq. Can we at last realise that
p hEs ic a I p u n ish r,,te nt is u n re aso nab le,

deqradinq. rnentat!4 harn'tftrl and cotupletel4

unacceptable tn the 21st centurq? Sntacking,

indeed anq forrn of pht4sical punishment,

should be rnade illeqal irnn'tediatelq, and

parents and teachers who practise thts

dtsqracefut activttr1 should be brouqht before

tlne courts.

Laura Jlqnn
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Make four true sentences:


