
Language 1

Study this sentence:

(She was) sining opposite some blok"e, ubo was

talking noisily ind at tength i.nto his mobile'

'Bloken is a slang word meaning otrnan'' Slang is a

kind of colloquial language which can make

speech more vivid and interesting. However, you

must be careful not to use it in inappropriate
sltuations. Match the underlined slang word in
the sentences 1-8 to the definitions in the box
below:

1. You couldn't lend me some morey, could you?

I'm skint.
2. Let's go somewhere else for a drink' I've iust

seen the cops go in there-

3. And then she dropped her glass and spilt red

wine on their new carpet. She's such a plonkgt
4. Just a minute! I must go to the ioo before we

go.
S. itt lring some food if you could bring the

booze.
6. i think he was a bit pissEgl, He couldn't walk

straight and he laughed too loudly'

7, Youihould ask that guy over there"- the one

with the green hat.

8.Joe's down at the police station- He nicked-*o*. 
CDs in the new shopping centre and got

caught.

tr-anguage 2
Cornplete the text below with appropriate forrns

of the slang words from the exercise above:

I got on the train home the other day and this

. . . . . . . . (1) with red hair got on and sat down

opposite me. I knewhe was a' . . .. .'' (2) as

*oor, ,t he got out his mobile. He rang Lris

girlfriend anri started talking to her. The whole

larriug" could hear what he was saying' After a

whilel realised he was . . . (3) as well'

I could smell the . . . (4) on his breath and

there was a bottle of rvhisky sticking out of his

pocket. ,A.nyway, the next thing I know a couple

Lf . . . (5) got on the train and came up to

him. They asked him where he got the whisky'

He lookecl a bit embarrassed. So they arrested

him because they r:eckoned he' . . .'''' (6) it
from a sl-rop iust outside the station and they'd

got him on thc sccur-itY calneras.

"Spare tbe Price of a cuP of tea?"

Discussion
1. Read this short article and discuss the
questions below in pairs or small groups

1. Does the article surPrise You?
2. Does the punishment surprise you?

3. Do you think the punishment is too strict or

not strict enough? WhY?

2. You have been asked to draw up a list of rules

for people using mobile phones in public' Work in

pairs or srnall groups. Think about the following:

L. when and where it is appropriate to use them

2. when and where it is not appropriate
3. the length of calls
4. the type of conversations allowed

5. ringtones
6. possible punishments for breaking the rules

l'm on the train! 18
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lnstant Dlscusslons

a. stupid Person
b. drmk
c. hauing no maneY

d. police

e. stole

f.

6'

h

alcohol
lauatory
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