Discussion
First answer these questions on your own:

1. Are you vegetarian?

2. Do you eat meat? How often?

3.Do you eat fish? How often?

4. Do you know any vegetarians?

5. Do you know why they are vegetarian?

6. Are there many vegetarian restaurants where you live?

Compare your answers in pairs or small groups.

Reading

Read the texts below and answer these questions.
According to the texts which person:
a. enjoys eating meat?
b. has been a vegetarian for a long time?
c. enjoys watching animals?
d. thmks the other is a hypocnteﬁ
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“Their protective colouring sometimes

makes them very difficult to hit.”

IS IT RIGHT TO EAT MI}AT"

YES

Some people thm;k that in an 1&8& wafid we wouid &ii

be vegetarians. A lot of poor unfortunate animals

would therefore be able to enjoy their lives without the

prospect of needless suffering and a premature death.

. But the way [ look at it is this. If we didn’t eat meat, m:)'_
. one would keep sheep COWSs or any other animals that

animals wuh a blt of kmdnes‘; and respect

which seems rather unnatural why don t we try nd
make sure that food ammals are treated well? Bemg, .
vegetarian really isn’t necessary. Let’s just treat our'

_ NO

It seem& a bxt h}pocnmai to preach for the better
treatment of animals — only to kill them and eat them!

- Of course we don’t need to eat meat. I'm 82 years old

and T’ve been a vegetarian since I was 25. What's
more, I'm extremely fit and active. In fact, I ran the

 London Marathon last year. Some people seem to think
it’s natural o eat meat — but that’ s not so. Sure, we used

1o eat meat in the past, but that was before we knew
how to grow enough fruit and vegetables. Anyway, not

even all animals are vegetarian. Look at elephants, for

example, they live on grass. and hay; they are
enomwu*;ly strong; and they live to a great age.

Discussion

Discuss these questions in pairs or small groups:

1. Do animals really “face the prospect’ of a premature death?
2. Are they ever aware that they are destined to be eaten?
3. What do you think would happen to sheep, cows etc. if:
a. the number of vegetarians increased dramatically?
b. everyone was vegetarian?
4. How well are food animals treated in your country?
5. Are you happy with the way they are treated?
6. Do you think it is hypocritical to treat animals well and then kill them and eat them?
7.Do you think it is really ‘necessary’ or ‘natural’ to eat meat?
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