
2 The Structure of a Porograph

In this unit, you will learn ...
I the definition of a paragraph.
I the parts of a paragraph.
I how to identifu and write topic sentences.

.'i: What is a paragraph?

AsyoulearnedrnUnit l,aparagraph sagroupofsentencesaboutasrngeropicTogether:the
sentences of the paragraph exp a r:^e '^/r-ter's mcin rdeo (most mpontant idea) about the
topic ln academic writng a paragr-al- s often between flve and ten sentences ong, but
it can be longer or shorteI depenc -: o: the toprc,The lrst sentence of a paragraph s

usually indented (moved in) a few staces

Underst onding o poragroph

i' Read this paragraph. It is the beginning of an article about Switzerland in a
student newspaper. Then anstver the questions.

Switzella6pSomething lnteresting at Every T[rn
By Ken Jones

If you dreanr of travcling ro

a colrntry with beautiful nronntrtins.

delicious food, wonderful places rcr

go sight-seeing, and polite peopie.

you should visit Srvitzerland. If r-or,r

look at the map, the first thing r.ou

notice is that Slvitzerl:urd has nranr'

nrounteir-rs, inclucling sonre of thc
highest in Europe. Clirnbing or
skiing dorvn tltc ntountrins is great

fun.Another thing you will notice is thar Su-rrzerland shares its borders u,ith five
diflerent countries: France, Gerrnan\,. Italr. Ar-rstril, ancl Lichtenstein. In fact, there
are fottr otfici:rl l:rngu;rges in Switzerlancl: (lcrnrrrn. Frr-nch. Itali:rn. rrnc-l Rornansch. A11

these grottps of people ttuke Sr'viss culture vcn'irrrcrcsting. Flnallr,. Srvitzcrlancl has

tnatty cities ancl intcrestine places to visit. Clitics sr-rch ;rs lJcnr h:rve nrodcrn
br"rildings like thc Par.rl Klee Zentmn'r, yet the trrrclirionrrl alpinc refuses in tl're

mountains show that the country\ old traditions are still alive. All the people, places,

and things to see make Switzerland a great place for a holiday.
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