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a What is the topic of the paragraph?

b What is the main iclea about the topic?

What ideas help explain the main idea?c

Poro groph orga nizotion
) What makes a paragraph?

A paragraph has three basic parts:

l. The topic sentence. This is the
main idea of the paragraph lt
is usually the f rst sentence of
the paragraph and it is the
most general sentence of the
paragraph

2. The supporting sentences.
These are sentences that talk about or
explain the toptc sentence.They are
more detailed rdeas that follow the
topic sentence,

3. The concluding sentence. This
may be found as the ast sentence of a
paragraph lt can flnrsh a paragraph by
repeatrng the main rdea or lust g
flnal comment about the tooic i
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12 THE STRUCTURE OFA PARAGRAPH

,
tl tt
tl

t-


