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Explanation

An explanation tells what something means or how something works. In this
paragraph, underline the topic sentence. Then answer the questions.
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a. What is the writer trying to explain? ...............
b. Is she successful? Do you understand the expranation? yes / no

Exomple

An example is a specific person, place, thing, or event that supports an iclea or
statement. This paragraph includes an example from the writer's o\,rrn experience
Underline the topic sentence.

Why do you think the writer chose to use an example to develop the paragraph in
exercise 4 above? write your reason here, and then compare with a partner.
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2 stitch in hme sares nine." My rnothe4 w/to

tkes to sew, ,sed t/rrc simp/e sayiny to teach me the ,ra/ue

(workinl o, probletus when they are stillsruall.

Orgrnally, the saytnj refewed to sewinl-tfyo, hare a

sna// ho/e in a shrt, you can repair tlt with one stt'tch.

But ifyou waid the hole wt//yt larje4 and lt wt// take

you nine strtc/res. Thb atnp/e sentence remtnds me to take

care of snallproble*s before they becorue bg probbms.

Even when Lwo 7eople qeL afr on hhe w?ong fool,lhey can become qood friend,e.
When I wae a univeraily sludenl,l lived, in the d,ormilory for lhe firel year, with a
roommata I arcived a few days before he d,id, Vtlhen he firet came, he woke me uq aL
3:CO in Lhe morninq makinq a lol of noiee.le wae coakinq dinner! When I qoL ug in The
morningLo make myeelf breakf aeL,l found his dirLy diehes lefl on Lhe counTera and in
Lhe sink' I was very annoyed. Aowever, when I meL him laLer I;haL afternoon, he wae very
nice lte a/oloqized for leaving a meao, and, explained thatr he had had eome Lrouble with
hie airplane fliqhLe and had been travelinq for a ronq time, He wae hunqry when he
arrived and very sleepy, AfLer Ihal, he wae alwaye qood, aboul washinq hie d,lehea.le
was inTwo of my clasees, and we olLen sLudied,LoqeLher,We're noL roommaTea
anymore,bul we are eLllfriende,

18 THE DEVELoPMENT oFA PARAGRAPH


