> Mapping

To make a map, use a whole sheet of paper, and write your topic in the middle, with a
circle around it. Then put the next idea in a circle above or below your topic, and connect
the circles with lines. The lines show that the two ideas are related.

The example below shows a map of “What should | study in college?’ The writer
connected favorite subjects to the main idea. Art and English are connected to favorite
subjects to show that they are related.
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5 Choose another narrowed topic you thought of for exercise 1 on page 5. Make a
map in five minutes. Share your map with a partner. Explain how the circles are
related to each other.

>  What’s the best way to brainstorm?

There is no best method of brainstorming. Some writers like to use lists because they
don't have to write complete sentences. Some writers like freewriting because they can
write quickly and ideas come easily. Some writers prefer mapping because they can easily
see the relationship between ideas. Experiment with all three methods, and then choose
the one that works best for you.
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