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Writing focus.'Whot is o sentence?
How many words are n the shortest Eng s.r se'.,e-cel Except for one-word commands

(Slt/) a complete sentence n Eng sh neecs t,',,o .'.c-cs: a sublect (a noun or pronoun) and

a predrcate (a verb) (5he sits).

Of course, most Eng sh sentences ar-e c-:e- --:.- .-s: two words, but every sentence teils

a complete thought Croups of wo'-cs ---:.- :l -.-- -'a<e complete sentences are called

phrcses

lf you need more tnformattart an Cr'"i =: --:'-: -:-' --''-- ,hrcses, see Dages B5-B/.

8 Work with a partner. Look at the follorving. Some of them could be sentences with
the correct punctuation. Check (./) the ones that could be sentences.

hotrserr,ives ancl lollng palents

some retirecl people r,r,ant to l,r,ork

earn some extra rnonev

meet ner,rr people

volunteer jobs don't pay a salary

an opportunitv to learn nern, skills

several part-time jobs

Longuoge focus: Copitol letters ond finol punctuotion
Sentences in a paragraph ..

o start with a cap ta etter
Pcsrt Lrme jobs con be stressfl;/

. end with a period O question mark (?) or exclamation point (l)

AAany students work os tutors.

How old were you ',vhen you got yaur ftrst 1ob?
I wtll never work tn a restaurant agatn!

Note: Exclamation points are not as common in academic writing as they are in casual
writing. Don't use them too often. Never use more than one exclamation point at the
end of a sentence in academic writing.
The company offered me a part-time job!!= when urriting to friends

The company offered n'Le a part-time job. = ttzhen writing in school

a.

b.

c.

d.

e.

f.

g.
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