
Writing focus; What is o porogroph?
A paragraph rs a group of about 6- 2 sentences about one topic, Every sentence in a

strong paragraph s about the same top c A o':1e sentences explain the wrter's moin
ideo (most important dea) about that toprc W-er the writer wants to wrte about a new
main idea he / she begins a new paragraph

A paragraph can give nformat on, te an op . c- exp a n someth ng, or even te a short
story,The sentences are arranged log cally, so --e -eader can easily understand what the
writer wants to say.

n academic wrting, a paragraph has a toplc sentence -^at d rectiy te s the reader the
ma n dea.The other sentences n the :a'aq'rl- ::- .. supPorting sentences, give more
rnformation about the topic Tl-ey ac: :le-': r=-.- : -'.-c exp anatlons, ln academ c English
the topic sentence is usua I (cL-- ^ct l.,i/?.,s '-:- a.- .-:-,

I I Wort with a partner. Read the groups of sentences below and on page 10. Circle
the letters of the strong paragraphs. If you think the sentences make a weak
paragraph, say why. Choose one or more of these reasons:

o The sentences are not all about the same topic.

. There are not enough sentences.

. There is no topic sentence.

. Some sentences say the same thing.

a

b.

When / need ayod p/ace to study, / jo to the tbrarT. ltb a/ways Tuiet there, so / can concentrate.

Itb easy to fnd the books / need, ard I ca, search for inforruation on the tnternet because there are

sereral cornputers. The other peop/e in the /ibrary are a/so readkj or *orkiry, so the ruood is yod for
studyiny. / study better and ftaster in the library than in any other p/ace.

I weed' t0 bw4 a ,uatayc1cLe. wLtk a motoru4cLe, I covtLd getto n/"U llb n,"ore qwLctzLg

It ta legs two hor,,"rs to get to worl<. bg traLw. -thaf's venl sLav,/. A ntotorcgcLe Ls wtwch

faster. tf t laad a trvtotorct4cLe, t covtLd save a t"ot { tLw,e. mleLnq the traLw Ls wot fast
ewouglA for wt.

I
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