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Writing focus.. Topic sentences
A good toprc sentence should include either of the follow...
. o.lc c,ea,'Lop r

weal<: /ts tmportont. to hove frrends, ond orso to do weil /n sc..l
strong: I don'tthtnk rwtil ever hove o better frrend thon Heorr,e ,

. an oprnion or idea about the topic
weal<: / have been studytng korote.
strong: studytng korote hos gtven me strength and serf-confrdence

A good topic sentence should not be;

o too brood (too much to write about)
weak: Austrolto ts an tnterestrng cauntry.
strong: On my yisrt to Austrolta, I saw many unusuc/ .riti/x:t -i

o too norraw (not enough to write about / s ,.,..,,.:-
weal<: Schoo/ storts ot B:30 ct m
qtrotg: Cerr,no reo,J\ lo(..,a _ , .iJ:)

Remember:The topic sentence is usrro'r; rl'e f 's: c- :sr senrence. but it can be any sentence inthe paragraph.

Look at these topic sentences. Circle the topic
of the sentence, L nderline the main iclea.

a. .l-.- - - , ,. -,. ,- .1. 
J .r . r -.

b, Sholtping ftrr gift.s,-rnlin,, t.rke> ., 1,,,r,r'
tinrr:.

c. The last CD I receir,ecl changecl n-rv life.
d. There are three reasons rn,hv I rtrant a

new laptop.

e. Reading novels, such as the Ttyilight
series, can help students improrre their
English.

f. A present tells vou a lot about the person
who bought it.

g. An amusement park was the perfect
place to hold our graduation party.
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Look again at the paragraph on page 13, A Birthdoy Gy't. \\rhich sentence is thetopic sentence? circle the topic and unrlerline the mainicrea.


