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Broinstorming Lists

You cannot write if you don't have somethrng to wnite about. So, belore they start to
write, good writers broinstorm ideas (they think of and write down ideas that they can use)

ln this book, you will practice several different ways of bnainstorming.Try them all, and then
choose the way that works best for you.

I How to make a list

. Use a separate, whole sheet of papen

. Write your topic at the top.

. Write down as many ideas as you can about your topic.

. Write single words or short phrases, but don't write long se^:ences.

. Write down every idea that comes to you, and don't wo!^-)' abot:t whether the ideas
are "good" or "bad."

) Editing your list

After you brainstorm, you need to go bacl< and see which ideas yotr can use.This is called
oAi+innLUI LI"5,

. Underline or highlight the good ideas.

. Cross out ideas that are not related to your topic or that you don't want to use.

5 This example shows a list for the
paragraph on page 2O,Relaxing at
the Beach. Cross out the ideas that
the writer didn't use. Compare your
list with a partner, and say why you
think the writer didn't use the
crossed out ideas.

Beaclt

6 Choose one of the topics below. In
five minutes, make a list of ideas.
Share your list with a partner. How
many descriptive adiectives did your
partner use?

a. My favorite place to relax

b. An interesting city

7 Edit your list by crossing out
unrelated ideas or ones you don't
like. Show your partner what you
crossed out, and explain your
decisions.

vacation

relax

air--hot' drY, windl-?

water-cold, cool' fresh' u ct

swim, surf

can't windsurf

seagulls

gootl snack food

beach umbrellas erpensi\ t' lo rent

too far arval'

smell-salt' suntan lotion

children, ocean waves

-
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taste-salt water tastes bail


